[Long-term follow-up and therapeutic results of the protocol of the National Society of Internal Medicine in centrofacial malignant granuloma. Report of 40 cases].
We have studied 40 cases of mediofacial necrosis with no specific diagnosis on biopsy. After an exhaustive work-up we reached a specific diagnosis in 13 patients (Wegener's granulomatosis in 7, classical malignant lymphoma of the nose in 3, squamous cell carcinoma = "goundou" in 1, syphilis and tuberculosis in 1, aspergillosis in 1). Those patients received the appropriate treatments with good results. The remaining 27 patients, however, had ulcerative lymphomas of the midface (according to the immunofluorescence and molecular biology techniques). Their fate was worse since only 15% remain alive on the long-term, despite intensive treatments with chemotherapy, radiotherapy, interferon, artificial nutrition and antibiotics as needed. We present a new protocol with intensified chemotherapy and growth factor treatment in order to ameliorate the very poor prognosis of these patients.